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2018 Graduation Program Requirements
Graduation Assessment Requirements:
Please refer to the table below to find out what provincial assessments need to be completed for
graduation or you can click HERE to learn more.
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Overall Graduation Requirements
The B.C. Certificate of Graduation or "Dogwood Diploma" is awarded to students who successfully
complete the provincial graduation requirements.
To graduate, you will require 80 credits total – with a minimum of 16 at the grade 12 level, and 28
elective course credits. 52 credits are required from the following:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Two Career Education courses (8 credits total)
Physical and Health Education 10 (4 credits)
Science 10 (4 credits), and a Science 11 or 12 (4 credits)
Social Studies 10 (4 credits), and a Social Studies 11 or 12 (4 credits)
A Math 10 (4 credits), and a Math 11 or 12 (4 credits)
A Language Arts 10, 11 & 12 (12 credits)
An Arts Education 10, 11, or 12 and/or an Applied Design, Skills, and Technologies 10, 11,
or 12 (4 credits)

GRADE 10 COURSE OFFERINGS
Grade 10 Course
Offerings:
The program for grade 10 students
needs to include the following:
● Applied Design, Skills, and
Technologies and/or Arts
Education in grade 10, 11 or 12
● Career Education 10
● Mathematics
● Science
● Social Studies
● English Language Arts
● Physical and health Education
● One other elective course
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 10
English Language Arts 10
Prerequisite: Successful completion of English 9
Each course is comprised of two 2 credit courses taught in a blended model. Students can
choose one bundle from each of the following bundles in order to meet their English Language
Arts 10 requirement:
Bundle Option A

Composition 10 & New Media 10

Bundle Option B

First Peoples Writing 10 & English First People Spoken Language

Bundle Option C

Creative Writing 10 & Spoken Language 10

Bundle Option D

Creative Writing 10 & Focussed Literary Studies 10

Composition 10
Composition 10 is designed to support students in their development of written communication
through a critical process of questioning, exploring, and sampling. Within a supportive
community of writers, students will work individually and collaboratively to explore and create
coherent, purposeful compositions. Students will read and study compositions by other writers
and consider a variety of styles as models for the development of their writing. The course
builds students’ writing competencies by introducing them to varied structures, forms, and styles
of compositions. Students have opportunities to individually and collaboratively study, create,
and write original pieces, exploring audience and purpose. They also develop their craft through
processes of drafting, reflecting, and revising.
English First Peoples Writing 10
EFP Writing 10 is designed for students who are interested in writing for a variety of purposes
and contexts. This area of choice provides students with opportunities to become better writers
through the exploration of personal and cultural identities, memories, stories, and connections to
land/place. Within a supportive community, students will work individually and collaboratively to
develop their writing skills and create coherent, purposeful, and engaging compositions. This
course is grounded in the exploration and application of writing processes, inviting students to
express themselves as they experiment with, reflect on, extend, and refine their writing.
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Creative Writing 10:
Creative Writing 10 is designed for students who have an interest in creative expression through
language. The course provides students opportunities to build their writing skills through the
exploration of identity, memory, and story in a range of genres. Within a supportive community
of writers, students will collaborate and develop their skills through writing and design
processes. This course is intentionally grounded in the sampling of writing processes, inviting
students to express themselves creatively as they experiments with, reflect on and practice their
writing.
Literary Studies 10:
Literary Studies 10 is designed for students who are interested in the literature of a particular
era, geographical area, or theme, or in the study of literature in general. The course allows
students to delve more deeply into literature as they explore specific themes, periods, authors,
or areas of the world through literary works in a variety of media. Giving students the choice of a
range of literary topics allows them to follow their passion and at the same time:
New Media 10:
New Media 10 is a program of studies designed
to reflect the changing role of technology in
today’s society and the increasing importance of
digital media in communicating and exchanging
ideas. This course is intended to allow students
and educators the flexibility to develop a program
of study centred on students’ interests, needs,
and abilities, while at the same time allowing for a
range of local delivery methods. New Media 10
recognizes that digital literacy is an essential
characteristic of the educated citizen. Coursework
is aimed at providing students with a set of skills
vital for success in an increasingly complex digital
world by affording opportunities to demonstrate understanding and communicate ideas through
a variety of digital and print media. New Media 10 explores tasks and texts designed to
introduce students to the study of New Media.
Spoken Language 10:
Spoken Language 10 is designed to support students in their development of spoken
communication through processes of questioning, exploring, and sampling. The course builds
student spoken language competencies by introducing them to varied structures, forms, and
styles of oral compositions and by providing opportunities for students to individually and
collaboratively study, draft, and use language to create original pieces in a variety of modes.
This area of choice will also provide students with opportunities for performance, storytelling,
and public speaking.
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English First Peoples Spoken Language 10
EFP Spoken Language 10 is designed for students who are interested in studying First Peoples’
oral traditions and in developing their oral self expression and communication in a variety of
contexts. Within a supportive community, students will work individually and collaboratively to
develop their writing skills and create coherent, purposeful, and engaging oral texts for a variety
of purposes. This area of choice will provide students with opportunities for performance and
public speaking. The following are possible areas of focus in EFP Spoken Language 10:

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Physical Education 10
Prerequisite: Successful completion of PE 9
This course may be offered with a variety of specific areas of focus depending on student
subscription. All areas of focus will include the following big ideas:
●
●
●
●
●
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Understanding our strengths, weaknesses, and personal preferences helps us plan and
achieve our goals.
Trying a variety of physical activities can increase our chances of being active
throughout our lives.
Healthy choices influence, and are influenced by our physical, emotional, and mental
well-being.
Personal fitness can be maintained and improved through regular participation in
physical activities.
Understanding the factors that influence our health empowers us to take action to
improve it.

These are the courses that may be offered to students:
Option 1

Physical and Health Education 10

Option 2

FITT 4 Life 10 - Level 1

Option 3

FITT 4 Life 10 - Level 2

Option 4

Human Performance 10

Option 5

Sport Specific 10

Physical and Health Education 10
Through the broad units of physical literacy, healthy and active living, social and community
health, as well as mental well-being, the following big ideas will be covered:
● Daily participation in different types of physical activity influences our physical literacy
and personal health and fitness goals.
● Lifelong participation in physical activity has many benefits and is an essential part of a
healthy lifestyle.
● Healthy choices influence our physical, emotional, and mental well-being.
● Healthy relationships can help us lead rewarding and fulfilling lives.
● Advocating for the health and well-being of others connects us to our community.
FITT 4 Life - Level 1
This is a lower impact course at a beginner to intermediate fitness level. Students will learn to
maintain and improve personal fitness and mental well-being through participation, goal setting
and developing an understanding of the various components of fitness.
This class has been deemed an enhancement program. Classes may tour fitness facilities in
the community and have speciality instructors brought in as guests.
The fee for this course is $45
FITT 4 Life - Level 2
This is a higher impact course at an intermediate to advanced level of fitness. Students will
learn to maintain and improve personal fitness and mental well-being through participation, goal
setting and developing an understanding of the various components of fitness. Students will
also be involved in student led teaching. This class has been deemed an enhancement
program. Classes may tour fitness facilities in the community and have speciality instructors
brought in as guests. The fee for this course is $45
Level 1 is not a prerequisite to take this course.
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Human Performance 10
This course is designed for students wishing to improve their athletic potential through an
introductory fitness program. The course goals are to create positive attitudes from personal
achievement and to fulfill one's potential. Training will focus on the areas of strength, power,
flexibility, agility, endurance and mental well-being. The course lays the foundation for Human
Performance 11 and 12. Other topics of the course will include anatomy and nutrition.
Evaluation will be based on the use of performance improvement, techniques, organization,
motivation, and theory components in health and fitness.
The course is divided between workouts, lectures, labs and field trips. Students who have a
strong interest in careers in Athletics, PE, Nursing or therapeutic mediums (physiotherapy,
occupational therapy), are encouraged to take this course.
Students must be very self-motivated.
This class has been deemed an enhancement program and will include recreational
activities/field trips. There is an enhancement fee for this course.
Sport Specific 10
Prerequisite: Must have participated on a school or community team
Sports Specific Training 10 is an in-depth course designed to give students a sound foundation
in specific sports. Students will be involved in individual skill development, conditioning, and
team strategy analysis. In addition, students will also learn about the mental aspects of sports,
and how it relates to life. Along with individual and team aspects of sports, students will be
exposed to the often-overlooked sides of sport: coaching and refereeing. Finally, students will
learn from a variety of experiences, hands on practice, guest speakers (coaches, referees, and
University level players), various types of media and literature, as well as direct and indirect
instruction from the teacher, guest speakers and fellow students.
There is an enhancement fee to cover trips to facilities in the community.

SCIENCE
Science 10
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Science 9.
The following big ideas will be covered in Sc 10:
● Genes are the foundation for the diversity of living
things.
● Chemical processes require energy change
as atoms are rearranged.
● Energy is conserved and its transformation can affect
living things and the environment.
● The formation of the universe can be explained by the
big bang theory.
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MATH
Foundations of Mathematics and Pre-Calculus 10
Prerequisite: A grade of 67% or greater in Math 9 is recommended for success
The following big ideas will be covered in Foundations and Pre-Calc 10:
● Proportional comparisons can be made among right triangles, using trigonometry.
● The meaning of each operation, including powers, extends to algebraic expressions.
● Rate of change is an essential attribute of linear relations, and as meaning in the
different representations, including equations.
● Operations between polynomial expressions are connected and allow us to make
meaning through abstract thinking.
● Analyzing simulations and data allows us to notice trends and relationships.
Workplace Mathematics 10
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Math 9
The following big ideas will be covered in Workplace Math 9:
● Proportional comparisons can be made among right triangles, using trigonometry.
● Understanding operations helps when working with formulae and unit conversions.
● Many relationships can be modelled and interpreted using graphs.
● Varying the transversal allows us to notice angle relationships.
● Analyzing simulations and data allows us to notice trends and relationships.
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SOCIAL STUDIES
Social Studies 10
Prerequisite: Successful completion of SS 9
This course focuses on Canada and the world from 1919 to the present. The following big ideas
will be covered in Socials 10:
● Global and regional conflicts have been a powerful force in shaping our contemporary
world and identities.
● The development of political institutions is influenced by economic, social, ideological,
and geographic factors.
● Worldviews lead to different perspectives and ideas about developments in Canadian
society.
● Historical and contemporary injustices challenge the narrative and identity of Canada as
an inclusive, multicultural society.

CAREER LIFE EDUCATION
Career LIfe Education is a required course for
grade 10 and offers students individual
opportunities to acquire the knowledge and
competencies necessary for success in school,
in the workplace, and in their daily lives. Some
big ideas of the course are: work-life balance,
personal networking, factors of career planning,
the global economy, and steps of goal setting.
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LANGUAGES
Second languages become an elective after grade 8. Some universities require that students
have a second language to the grade 11 or grade 12 level to meet general or specific admission
requirements. Refer to university and other post secondary institution calendars for specifics.
Core French 10
The following big ideas will be covered in French 10:
● Listening and viewing with intent strengthens our understanding and acquisition of
French.
● Expressing oneself and engaging in
conversation in French requires courage
and risk taking.
● Acquiring a language can shape one’s
perspective, identity, and voice.
● Acquiring a language provides us with
new opportunities to appreciate and
value creative works and cultural
diversity.
● Acquiring French opens the door to
interacting with the Francophone world.
● Acquiring French allows us to explore career, travel, personal growth, and study abroad
opportunities.

Spanish 10
In Spanish 10, students will explore the Spanish language and culture. They will develop their
writing, reading, speaking and listening skills with a focus on speaking and listening. The
comprehensible-input model will be used. The focus of instruction is to give the learner the
beginnings of language and skills necessary for traveling to Spanish speaking countries.
Students will be expected to participate on a daily basis. Daily review for this course is
required. Students must be in class daily. Absences will hinder success in this course.
The following big ideas will be covered in Spanish 10:
● Listening and viewing with intent supports our understanding and acquisition of a new
language.
● Language strategies help us acquire a new language and understand a variety of
messages.
● Stories help us make connections and communicate ideas in a meaningful way.
● Expressing ourselves in a new language requires courage, risk taking and perseverance.
● Creative works allow us to experience culture and appreciate cultural diversity in an
authentic way.
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●

Acquiring a new language provides a unique opportunity to interact with diverse
communities.

JAPANESE Level One (4 Credits)
This is an introductory course designed for students who wish to begin the study of Japanese
when they are in grade 10, 11 or grade 12. It is an intense course and is the equivalent of
Japanese 9 and 10. Emphasis is on listening and speaking skills, as well as reading and writing
through the use of Romanized alphabet and Japanese characters. Aspects of Japanese culture
will also be examined. Those students who plan on taking Japanese 11 following completion of
this course may find material somewhat challenging. Japanese 10 could be taken to help with
the transition between the two courses.
SECWEPEMCTSIN (Shuswap Language) 10
This is a language course for those who are interested in learning the Shuswap language. It is
open to all students and as an accredited course, meets second language requirements. It will
introduce students to the vocabulary, grammar and sounds of the traditional Secwepemctsin
language.
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE(ASL) INTRODUCTORY
This introductory course has no prerequisites and will begin with the manual alphabet, numbers
and number systems,basic clarifiers and the five parameters of ASL. Students will then begin to
explore vocabulary and sentence structure including past, present, and future tense. They will
examine common elements of stories and creative works from Deaf culture. Students will
explore society’s perception of Deaf culture over time, the cultural aspects of Deaf communities
as well as examine Deaf perspectives and points of view. Students will earn that Cultural
expression can take many forms including non-manual signals such as facial and body
expressions

APPLIED DESIGN, SKILLS, AND TECHNOLOGIES (ADST)
The following ADST courses all
include the following curricular
competencies in design: Defining,
Ideating, Prototyping, Testing,
Making, and Sharing. These course
choices will also include opportunities
for students to develop new skills and
technologies specific to different
subject areas.
ADST: Foods Classic 11 (4 credits)
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Students will be expected to know the following:
● safe food handling and personal safety
● food service tools and equipment • units and types of measurement
● types, varieties and classifications of culinary ingredients
● components of food cooking methodology
● elements of professionalism in a food service kitchen
● First Peoples food culture and traditions
● food products available locally from agriculture, fishing, and foraging
● This course has a fee of $45.
ADST: INTERNATIONAL FOODS 11 (4 Credits) (Open to Grade 10 students)
Note: Grade 10 students, who plan to take this course, should be aware that when they are in
grade 12, the SAME course will be offered and you will not receive credit for it twice. In order to
receive credit for Foods 11 and Foods 12, you must take these courses in consecutive years.
Students will gain an understanding of a variety of advanced cooking techniques from
international cuisine. Emphasis will be on healthy, fast and delicious foods. Topics covered will
include: social and cultural issues that affect food choices, menu planning and modifying
recipes. Students must work cooperatively in groups and complete written assignments as part
of the course. Course Costs $45.00 for food supplies.
ADST: Textiles 10
Students will be expected to know the following:
● natural and manufactured textiles, including their origins, characteristics, and care
● hand and machine construction techniques for producing and/or repairing textile items,
including First Peoples textile practices
● strategies for altering patterns and upcycling
● principles of design used in the design of a textile item
● environmental and ethical factors that influence textile choices and the impact of those
choices on local and global communities
● This course has a fee attached of $20.
ADST: Art Metal 10
Students learn to apply problem-solving practices to produce artistic artifacts in the metal shop.
Work procedures and shop routines will be taught and demonstrated as needed to ensure a
safe work environment. Shop skills will be demonstrated as needed to ensure a safe work
environment. Shop skills will be taught with an emphasis on safe procedures. Possible projects
could be: Investment Casting (Silver ring), brass jewellery, pewter casting, aluminium casting,
stain glass, glass etching, and sculpture.
Course Fee: $35.

ADST: DRAFTING 10
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(4 Credits) (1st year DRAFTING)

This course develops students' computer aided drafting skills while exploring mechanical,
pictorial, and architectural drafting. Students will gain knowledge in 2D and 3D working
drawings, mechanical design, residential construction practices, and house design. Students
have an opportunities to create projects for the laser cutter / engraver, and construct 3D models
of a home and publish 3D videos to
Youtube . Come develop the skills
that you will need if considering a job
in architecture, drafting, industrial
design, or engineering.
Regardless of your grade, if this will
be your first time taking Drafting,
enrol in Drafting 10.
If you are a grade 12 student taking
this course for the first time, you will
receive credit for Drafting 12.
Consumable Course Costs: $15 for
Laser Cutting, 3D printing materials
and design project materials.
ADST: COMPUTER STUDIES - Programming 10
Prepare for your future where robotics and programming are part of your daily life. This course
is designed to get all students successfully programming. Projects include designing interactive
objects with Arduino, Web Design utilizing HTML and CSS, using Java to create Android apps
and games, and using Python to develop 3D animations. If you are planning a career in
computer IT, animation, game design, robotics or engineering (mechanical / civil / electrical),
you need to take a programming course!
NOTE: To be successful in this course and while not required, it is HIGHLY recommended you
have at least a B in Math to be successful in this course. Regardless of your grade, if this will
be your first time taking Programming, enroll in Programming 10. Also, if you are a grade 12
taking this course for the first time, you will receive credit for Programming 12. Consumable
Course Costs: $5 for electronic components.
ADST: WOODWORK 10 (4 Credits)
Woodwork 10 is a more advanced class continuation
of woodwork 9. The projects are more advanced with
new skill development including the beginning of the
design process and project planning.
Projects include:
● Dovetailed box (either keepsake or tool box)
● Two or three piece lathe turning.
● Third project of student design.
● As well students will have the choice of
optional projects to complete the class.
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Consumable Course Costs $25 as a basic cost. Upgraded material and student designs of
projects will be extra
ADST: MECHANICS 10 - Power Technology
This course introduces students to the basic concepts of how an engine works. Students
should be prepared for extensive theory. Students study various sources of power and their
applications. Students will work towards proficiency in hand skills, precision measurement and
operation of basic hand tools. Hydraulics will be introduced with making a small robot.
Course Fee: $5.
ADST MEDIA DESIGN 10 - BLENDER (4 Credits)
Enter the world of 3D animation! Students
explore 3D design opportunities using the
Blender software program while honing media
production skills of ideation, prototyping,
refining and publishing their storytelling.
Students will explore and develop various
skills including 3D modeling workflows in
developing 3D animations and in the
construction of 3D printing. Static design
elements (E.g. textures and materials), combine with dynamic design elements (E.g. sound
effects, fluid dynamics and particle physics) to allow the model move through time and space
with special effects. Students begin learning to code animations using Python scripts to extend
the functionality of Blender. With an eye towards standards-compliant technologies, students
publish 3D models and 3D animations to the web for viewing via Oculus and mobile devices
thereby creating fully immersive 3D experiences!
Many projects are open ended and students are encouraged to explore their own interests in
the field. Come develop the skills that you will need if considering a job in the gaming, film, or
special effects industries. Consumable Course Costs: $5 for 3D printing materials.
Note: If you are in any other grade and this will be your first time taking ADST Media Design, enroll in
Media Design 10 (Grade 12s will receive credit for Media Design 12)

ADST: Entrepreneurship and Marketing (4 Credits)
Open to grade 10, 11, and 12 students
During this course students will consider how social, ethical, and sustainability considerations
impact design and decision making in the world of business. Students will look into how ethical
marketing contributes to a healthier global marketplace and how different technologies and tools
are required during the different stages of creation of products and the communication needed
to market the product.
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Arts Education (AE)
AE: MEDIA ARTS 10: (4 Credits) - (Video Production)
Do you enjoy making movies? Then this is the course for you. We
will be learning and playing with all of the techniques needed to
create great short films. We will look at everything from planning and
writing to post production effects to marketing. We will also try out a
number of other media arts areas. Our final project as a class will be
to create a film festival.
AE: DANCE TECHNIQUE AND PERFORMANCE 10: (4 Credits)
This course will integrate dance instruction and fitness. Dance is
divided into four main units: Hip hop, Jazz, Belly Dance and Musical theatre. The following big
ideas will be covered in this course:
● Dance offers unique ways of exploring one’s identity and sense of belonging.
● Individual and collective expression is rooted in the history, culture, community, and
value system in which that expression exists.
● Growth as a dancer and choreographer is dependent on perseverance, resilience, and
reflection.
● Dance literacy is essential to developing the body as an instrument for artistic
expression.
● Movement communicates meaning and intent.

All dances will be showcased at a semester end dance performance. Those students with an
extensive dance background can apply to be a Teacher Assistant for this course. The
components of fitness include flexibility, strength and core training.
This class has been deemed an enhanced program and may include recreational activities.
There is an enhancement fee for this course.
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AE: DRAMA 10: GENERAL (4 Credits)
Students will work on mastering the skills of movement, voice interpretation and improvisation in
order to understand the fundamentals of Drama. Through group work, students will learn group
cooperation skills which will be mastered through various group projects. A major performance
of professional one act plays will be performed for grade eight classes as well as parents, and
they will partake in putting on the Remembrance Day assembly. Furthermore, students will be
creating scripts such as radio plays, monologues. Lastly, students will gain experience acting on
film by creating either a music video or
movie trailer
AE: INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 10:
GUITAR (4 Credits)
This is an introductory course. Students
in this course will learn many open
chords and bar chords, as well as
several
strumming/finger
picking
patterns which will enable them to play
several styles of music including
popular, rock, folk, and blues music.
Students will also be introduced to the
playing of music from notation and from
tablature which will enable them to play lead guitar and classical music. You will need access to
a guitar to participate in this course.
AE: INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 10 - CONCERT BAND (4 Credits)
Senior Band Prerequisite: Mastery of the Band 9 outcomes or successful audition.
This class will comprise the Senior Concert Band and occurs during a regularly scheduled block
within the school timetable. Concerts, festivals, retreats, trips and other performances may
occur in the evenings and sometimes take place away from the school. You do not need to own
an instrument to participate in band class, one can be rented from the school for a minimal fee.
All students are welcome. Remember: Making music makes you smarter!
Skills & Techniques Covered:
●
Continuation of the acquisition of skills on woodwind, brass and percussion instruments
● Elements of music including sight-reading, terminology, rhythm, melody, dynamics,
harmony, musical notation, articulation, phrasing, posture, intonation, balance and blend.
● Music history and literature
● Ensemble and performance skills
● Music leadership skills
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MUSIC 10: JAZZ BAND (4 Credits)

Course Description
Jazz Band is a co--curricular course intended to further the learning you are doing in
Concert Band. As such, students in this class must be enrolled in the corresponding
Concert Band Course (or have special permission from the teacher.) Students in this
ensemble will experience all of the same activities as outlined in the Concert Band
course, but with the addition of the following activities, which are unique to the Jazz
Band setting:
Performing repertoire written for Jazz Band in various styles such as swing, rock, and
the many varied Latin grooves. Understanding the roles and relationships between the
rhythm section and the various “horn” sections (saxes, trumpets, trombones.)
Discovering the significance of jazz and of the historical context from which it emerged.
Expanding knowledge of music theory and ear training specific to jazz harmonies.
Developing improvising skills.
AE: CHORAL MUSIC 10 - CONCERT CHOIR (4 Credits)
This class meets in the early morning twice a week for the entire school year. Select this course
if you would like to sing in choir outside of the regular timetable. No previous experience is
needed to join the choir. Remember: If you can speak, you can sing! Students in this course will
develop the basic elements of choral performance. Attendance at rehearsals and performances
is required. Performances occur in the evenings and may take place away from the school.
There is also the possibility of retreats and cultural and performing trips. This is an active group
of students who have a lot of fun - Come on out and join the choir!
Techniques & Content Covered: Vocal production, tone, articulation, elements of stage
presence, various styles of music from classical to contemporary and modern music, music
from many different cultures, introduction to music reading skills and basic musicianship in an
ensemble
*There is also an opportunity for a piano player to gain credit in this course if they act as an
accompanist to the VSS Choir. Please see Miss Daniels for more information
AE: ART STUDIO 10: (4 Credits)
This course will give students the opportunity to
take an in-depth look at art and how it is used to
express self, be a voice for social change, and
be aesthetically pleasing to the viewer. The
Elements and Principles of Design are explored
while developing technical skills in a variety of
media. Throughout the course students will be
given the opportunity to work in areas of 2-D or
3-D concentration.
The development of
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personal imagery along with an appreciation for other artists’ works will be fostered. Students
will learn to look at works of art critically and discuss these works with their peers. The upkeep
of a comprehensive sketchbook is mandatory for all students in this course.
Consumable Course Costs: $20 for paper and supplies and speciality items consumed such as
paint and brushes.
AE: PHOTOGRAPHY 11 (4 Credits)
This is an introductory course to the magic of black
and white photography. Students will construct their
own pinhole camera and learn about the essential
rules of photography and light through this first
project. They will then explore photography through
the use of a 35 mm SLR film camera format and
continue to learn about the black and white darkroom
process by developing their own film, creating
images on photo paper, and other exciting dark room
procedures! Students will have the opportunity to
display their work, create photography books, and take home projects at the end of the course.
Consumable Course Costs for photo paper, film and chemicals: $45
This course is open to grades 10-12 and is a prerequisite for Photography 12.

ADDITIONAL ELECTIVES
LEADERSHIP 10 (4 Credits) The following big ideas will be covered in this course:
● Leadership development is an ongoing process engaging the mind and body.
● Develop confident students who
understand, appreciate, and apply
leadership knowledge, skills, and
strategies throughout their lives and
through media arts projects.
● Students will acquire habits that
lead to deeper understanding of
themselves and their world.
● Through volunteerism, students will
develop a connection with their
school
and
their
community;
therefore, enhancing their ability to
be a positive contributing member of
society.
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●

Understanding our strengths, weaknesses, and personal preferences helps us plan and
achieve our goals.

This course is designed to instruct students in the various methods and techniques for planning,
implementing and evaluating projects related to school activities. Topics include public
speaking, communication, teamwork, management skills, self-awareness, human relations and
promotion and staging of school events.
An essential part of this class is active “hands on, minds on” experiential learning. In this course
students should further develop the skills they currently possess and take the opportunity to
acquire new ones. It is through the activities and programs that are run by the class that the
students will learn and practise the concepts and skills of leadership. A positive attitude and
active participation are essential in this course.
PEER MENTORSHIP 10
The following big ideas will be covered in this course:
● Traditions, perspectives, worldviews, and stories are shared through media arts and
therefore enhances acceptance and understanding of one’s self and of others.
● Having a growth mindset is key to success in all aspects of life.
● Media arts are influenced and informed by social, ethic, and sustainability issues. Thus,
effecting the creator, of the media, and the audience.
● A coaching philosophy can help one become a better leader/mentor and engage the
mind and body.
● Creating strong relationships among and between staff, students, and the outside
community will create a positive school culture and a sense of belonging in the
community.
Prerequisite: students MUST possess a strong commitment to academic achievement as well
as supporting all mentorship initiatives and school culture projects.
Peer Mentorship provides a positive leadership opportunity for students in grades 10 to 12 to
learn ways in which they can become positive role models and motivators to guide grade eight
students toward success.
Mentors will
examine their own motivation to learn and
assess how they conduct themselves so that
they may better model others.

Student Leaders will visit elementary school
classes and grade eight classes throughout
the year teaching structured lessons on
responsibility, choices, etc. By designing a
yearlong orientation and transition program
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with the feeder elementary schools, mentors will create a positive culture and climate for grade
eight students.
To develop a broader perspective on leadership, students will initiate contact in the community
with charitable organizations to coordinate a partnership with the school.
The goal of this course is to encourage students to become responsible citizens; it also includes
opportunities for the development of character, critical thinking, and social skills.

HOCKEY ACADEMY
Hockey Canada Skills
Academy

Valleyview Secondary School is very
proud to be the home of our local
Hockey Canada Skills Academy. Our
academy provides all hockey players
of all levels an opportunity for elite
level
coaching/training
for
our
student-athletes while continuing with
their regular academic course studies at VSS. The schedule for our student-athletes has each
of them enrolled in 2 blocks of hockey academy (1 per semester) throughout the school year
and receive on-ice instruction an average of 3 times per week (60 minutes each). Students are
also scheduled into dry-land training/programs and classroom instruction following the Hockey
Canada curriculum. Under the leadership of Head Coach Jason Fowles, our academy is very
fortunate to also have the following individuals as part of our support coaching/teaching staff:
Chris Murray, Aaron Keller, Tyler Love, Scott Ferguson, Nina Hrycewich, Greg Kozoris
(Acceleration Fitness) and Peter Soberlak (Sports Psychologist-TRU). The academy is based
out of Valleyview arena as our practice facility and the new Acceleration Fitness training center
as our dry-land training facility. We currently have 1 section.
All participating students are enrolled at VSS and pay an annual academy fee of $950 to pay for
all associated costs. If you are interested in our HCSA and require more information about the
program or the application process, please feel free to contact Mr. Mike Faisthuber,
Vice-Principal.
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